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Government Agencies Propose Plans to Restore
National Forests, Protect Wildlife
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California's Cleveland National Forest, at
460,000 acres, accounts for just 0.2 % of the
National Forest System's 193-million acres that
will be affected by new rules. (Photo: Wikipedia
Commons 1)

Today, Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack announced (2 the department’s intent to issue new planning rules for the
nation’s 193-million-acre National Forest System through the release of a Final Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement for the National Forest System Land Management Planning Rule (3.

The new rules will amend 1982 guidelines several administrations have failed to revise and will protect watersheds and
wildlife, promote forest restoration and conservation, and ensure forests could be used for “outdoor recreation, range,
timber, watershed, wildlife and fish,” stated a Department of Agriculture press release. In addition, the new rules would
also provide opportunities to “connect people with nature.” The department notes that the rules also require opportunities
for public involvement and comment the forest planning process.

“Our preferred alternative will safeguard our natural resources and provide a roadmap for getting work done on the ground
that will restore our forests while providing job opportunities for local communities,” said Secretary. Vilsack in the release.

The USDA will publish the preferred alternative on Feb. 3 and the secretary will issue a final decision on the planning rule
within 30 days.

In other news, the U.S. Interior Department proposed a plan 4 as well — this time to save the earth’s creatures and
ecosystems from the potentially devastating impacts of climate change. Last week, the department posted the first draft of
their strategy, “National Fish, Wildlife and Plants Climate Adaptation Plan,” ;s for public review and comment until March
5.

“The impacts of climate change are already here and those who manage our landscapes are already dealing with them,”
said Deputy Secretary of the Interior David J. Hayes in a press release. “The reality is that rising sea levels, warmer
temperatures, loss of sea ice and changing precipitation patterns — trends scientists have definitively connected to climate
change — are already affecting the species we care about, the services we value, and the places we call home.”

The draft strategy includes descriptions of current and projected impacts of climate change e on the country’s eight major
ecosystems, highlighting the plight of a different plant or animal species for each (like the lesser prairie chicken). In
addition, the draft includes proposals 7 to reduce the vulnerability of communities that depend on these ecosystems in the




face of climate change.

Public comments on the draft can be submitted online s) or mailed to the Office of the Science Advisor (Attn: National Fish,
Wildlife, and Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive Suite 222,
Arlington, VA 22203).
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